
April STEAM Update 
Principal’s Corner 

 These past few weeks have been ….what’s the best 
word to describe this thing that we are dealing with?  
Weird?  Upsetting?  Strange?  In all of my years of            
education, this is the first time that I will not finish a school 
year on site.  It is unprecedented that we have closed 
schools across America, in fact around the world. 
 This school closure has brought up so many new 
worries for a school administrator.  First and foremost I 
worry about the health of our kids and families.  I worry 
that some are still not heeding the stay at home order, and 
I worry that things in our own community may get worse.  I 
worry too for all of our parents, who like my son and 
daughter are still working as first responders, doctors and 
nurses.  Please keep yourselves healthy and know that we 
appreciate all of the sacrifices you are making right now. 
 Normally this is a time of year when I think about 
cherry blossoms and spring time, but this year I find myself 
thinking of students and on line lessons, and Zoom  
bombers, and security.  It’s been a busy week trying to 
make sure that all of our students have positive on line  
experiences. 
 I do want to say that I am so proud, and impressed 
with the teachers and staff at STEAM Academy.  Our  
teachers jumped right into on-line learning, and because of 
their hard work and efforts our kids have not missed a 
beat.  While many districts around us are just starting to go 
on line, our teachers are refining their on line practice, and 
are including extras like on line field trips, show and tell, 
and even interviews with a police dog.   
 Our staff has really stepped up as well, and I am so 
proud of the work that our aides, custodians and kitchen 
staff are doing.  Did you know that our aides are shadowing 
kids in classrooms, reading books and curriculum to kids on 
line, as well as taping themselves so that kids can access 
materials while at home.  Everyone has also stepped up to 
help Ms. Jamie in the cafeteria– where her staff is currently 
serving 1500 meals a week! If you drive by the school you 
may see Randy or Daniel, as they work hard on projects to 
make our campus better for next school year!  I appreciate 
them still being on campus so much! 
 I also want to thank our behind the scenes people
(Liz and Crystal) who are making sure that our school is still 
running smoothly.  Iris and Debbie have made sure that 
attendance is being taken, letters are going out, and that 
our website is amazing!  Special thanks also goes out to Mr. 
Lopez, our tech guy– who has been so busy with our  
teachers, and our students tech needs.   
 As I work from home I am choosing to see the  
positives in our situation.   I am enjoying the extra time 
with my family,  and have honed my Monopoly and Words 
with Friends skills.  I find myself working on positive things 
for next year, as well as the regular work of finishing up a 
school year, and getting ready for a new one!  I love  
reading my stories each morning to our students, and I love 
my walks with my dogs.  
 We’ll be together again soon!  Keep checking your 
email and Facebook for updates! Thank you for another 
wonderful month at the STEAM Academy, and 
the school office wishes all of you a very Happy 
Easter, and a wonderful Spring Break! 

Important Dates to Remember: 
 

April 10– Spring Break 
April 20 –School Resumes 
May 4-8th -Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week 

 
Pillar of the Month 

Determination 
 
A quality that makes you continue trying to 
do or achieve something that is difficult. 

Join us each day for a new chapter or a new 
story!  We’re almost done with our first 
chapter book, and then students are  
encouraged to take their AR test online!  I 
can’t wait to see all of the AR points kids 
are accumulating! 

Teacher/  Staff Appreciation Week 
 
 
Please take a few moments to thank the teachers 
who work with our  children each and every day!  
Remember that saying thanks can be as simple as 
a note, or a kind word, and it is so appreciated! 

RetuRning School PRoPeRty 
 
Thank to all who have asked when you can return 
things to school such as library books, text books 
and devices.  We anticipate that 
we will do a collection of materials 
in early June.  We need to wait for 
guidance from the county CDC as 
to when it will be safe for us to  
collect our materials. More         
information will be posted soon!   

Summer Program 
We are hoping that Ms. Pam and her 
team will be able to provide a summer 
program for students this June.  
 Applications /waiting list is currently on 
line.  We will give you more information 
as soon as we have it!   Please feel free 
to email Ms. Pam for  individual questions. 



Was your Hands to Stay Healthy! 
Handwashing is one of the best ways to protect  

yourself and your family from getting sick.  
How Germs Spread 

Washing hands can keep you healthy and prevent the spread of respiratory and diarrheal infec-
tions from one person to the next. Germs can spread from other people or surfaces when you: 

 Touch your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands 
 Prepare or eat food and drinks with unwashed hands 
 Touch a contaminated surface or objects 
 Blow your nose, cough, or sneeze into hands and then touch other people’s hands or com-

mon objects 

From the Remote Desk of the Assistant Principal 
 

 Our transition from a brick and mortar STEAM school to one that provides distance 
learning was quick and efficient.  Our staff and students were able to move through this tran-
sition seamlessly because they access resources online  
already. Most of our curriculum allows students to practice and learn through computer-based 
programs.  They can read textbooks online, turn in assignments and documents via digital class-
rooms, and communicate with teachers and peers on digital devices.  Technology plays a major 
role in every one of our student’s  
academic journey. 
 Although our teachers are not physically in their classrooms, they have been working dil-
igently to provide lessons for students to complete while at home.  We are all learning new 
tools such as Zoom and Google Hangouts to allow for online collaboration.  We are also trying to 
determine how much work is enough and how much may be too much.  I am so proud of our 
teachers for all the amazing things they are doing to help our students be successful. 
Please know that even though the school doors are closed, class is still in session.  We are just 
working and learning at home, which we know and understand can present some new challenges.  
This is a major transition that has now become our “new normal.”  Please be patient with us as 
we learn how to best serve our  
students.   
 Students and parents will likely experience frustrations and challenges. Teachers will 
too!  As we progress along this journey together please communicate with your teacher about 
what’s working and what’s not working for you. 
 We urge you to ensure that students are using their school devices to access the learn-
ing content. We want them to be safe when navigating the internet.  Each device is monitored 
by GoGuardian and can alert staff of any inappropriate content that is trying to be accessed.  
Teachers can also monitor each student device and can redirect any student’s online presence 
whenever necessary.   
 We are still here to support you.  Please… Complete the schoolwork. Check in with you 
teacher daily. Be safe. Stay healthy.  You mean the world to us. We miss you. 

 
 

 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. Maxie 
Assistant Principal 

 
 

          We are all in this together!  
          We will get through this! 


