
STEAM December Update 
Principal’s Corner 

 This is my favorite time of year.  I love the lights, the 
sparkle, the cookies and the magic that the season brings.  I 
love the smell of pine trees and how the whole house seems to 
shimmer in the evening light. I love the incessant holiday    
music, mall Santa's and I especially love the Hallmark Channel 
during this time of year.   
  More importantly, I love how people take time out of 
their busy schedules to be thoughtful and to think about others.  
I appreciate the sense of community, a sense of caring about 
others, and a sense of giving back that people have during this 
season.   
 When I was a very young teacher, I met Donna Boyd.  
Donna was an outstanding kindergarten teacher, she taught 
down the hall from me, and over time, she taught all of my 
children.  Donna had a big personality, would light up a room 
with her laughter, and could get strangers on the street to     
donate to her worthy causes.   
 When I was young I did not really understand Donna.  
Although we were fierce friends, I did not understand why she 
rung bells for over 100 hours each year for the salvation Army.  
I always took a shift or two, but 100 hours!  I did not under-
stand why she drove around town with care packages in her 
car, and would frequently pull her car over and spend half an 
hour talking to a homeless person, while delivering her care 
package. Donna also collected and washed hundreds of coats 
and blankets each year for Tracy Interfaith ministries.    
 Donna helped spearhead our food collection each year, 
and with her help and encouragement, our school always filled 
the shelves of the food bank.  Donna adopted families at 
Christmas, bought school supplies for children she didn’t 
know, sent shoes to hurricane victims, she walked for the Cure 
and went without, so others had what they needed. 
 Many years back, Donna created an organization 
called Santa’s Helpers.  The premise of the organization was to 
recognize  middle school students in need, who showed great 
character at school. Over the years, hundreds of local students 
have been awarded the Santa’s Helpers recognition, and were 
able to purchase Christmas gifts for their families, all from 
Donna’s fundraising efforts. 
 When I was having a hard day, Donna’s classroom, 
with it’s colored macaroni, direct a draws on it’s walls, and 
bean plants in the windows was my refuge.  I loved listening to 
her stories about kindergarteners, the things they would say, 
the stories they would tell, and of course there was always a 
story about poop.  I always left kindergarten laughing! 
 Donna’s been gone for a little over five years now, and 
I can not help but think of her around the holiday season.  She 
taught me how to be a better teacher, how to be a better mom, 
and she reminded me that one day I would miss all of the    
hustle and bustle of driving three kids across town to sports 
practices.  She taught me that a lab puppy can eat anything, 
including a couch, and a Santa costume, and she taught me that 
giving back to your community is one of the greatest gifts you 
can give yourself.   
 I wish you the very best this Holiday Season.  I hope 
that you can take some much needed time for your family, and 
perhaps you can follow my friend Donna’s example and help 
out someone less fortunate then 
yourself.   
 I wish you a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year 
from the STEAM office to you and 
your family! 
 

Mrs. Pearlman 

Important Dates to Remember:Important Dates to Remember:Important Dates to Remember:Important Dates to Remember: 
 
December 

2– School Resumes   

7 - Breakfast with Santa 7:30 AM– 10:00AM 

9-13– Reindeer lane 

9– Sami Circuit Assembly 

10 Sami Circuit-small group circuits 

17-Winter Program 

  TK/K (5PM) 

18- Winter Program  

    1-4 (5PM) 5-8 (6 PM) 

20- Jan 3 -Winter Break 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakfast with Santa 

Saturday, December 7, 2019 

7:30 AM– 10:00 AM 

Please join us for  

Breakfast with Santa! 

Tickets are on sale NOW for our 

  Annual  Pancake  

Breakfast with Santa. 

 
Join us for breakfast, Pictures with Santa 
Claus, student performances, a winter book 

fair and a fun family morning! 

Please preorder tickets! 
Tickets not Available at the Door! 

Tickets are $5.00 each—Order forms 

are available in the school office.   
 

Last year we had a sold out crowd– 

Please order your tickets early! 

 

 

 

Character CountsCharacter CountsCharacter CountsCharacter Counts 
Pillar of the Month 

Caring 

Be kind • Be compassionate and show you 

care • Express gra�tude • Forgive  others • 

Help people in need 



Lost and Found 
Please stop by and check the lost and found, as 
we will be sending all unclaimed items to the 
Goodwill during Winter Break 

Congratulations to our fantastic volleyball teams!  
We are so proud of your good character, fantastic 
sportsmanship, and on  being outstanding 
team players!  Way to go Panthers! 

Stocking Stuffers 
 
Please check with your teachers for little things that they may 
need at the beginning of the New Year.   
 
Remember too that children usually need new crayons, pencils 
and pens in January.  These items also make great stocking suf-
ferers. 
   
The school office can always use Clorox wipes, 
 Kleenex and band-aides!  Thanks  
and have a wonderful holiday!         

Why Get a Flu Shot? 
 

INFLUENZA IS DANGEROUS FOR CHILDREN 

Influenza (“the flu”) is more dangerous than the common cold for children. Each year, 
many    children get sick with seasonal influenza; some of those illnesses result in death. 

• Children commonly need medical care because of influenza, especially before they turn 
5 years old. 

• Severe influenza complications are most common in children  
• Children with chronic health problems like asthma, diabetes and disorders of the brain or nerv-

ous system are at especially high risk of developing serious flu complications. 
• Each year an average of 20,000 children are hospitalized because of influenza complications. 
 

 

CHILDREN SHOULD BE VACCINATED EVERY FLU SEASON 

Children should be vaccinated every flu season for the best protection against flu. It is a good  
practice to get them vaccinated soon after flu vaccine becomes available. While seasonal influenza 
outbreaks can happen as early as October, most of the time influenza  activity peaks in January or 
later. Since it takes about two weeks after vaccination for antibodies to develop in the body that 
protect against influenza virus infection, it is best that people get vaccinated so they are protected 
before influenza begins spreading in our community.  

Brushing Our Teeth 
The mouth has been called “the window 
to your health.”  If you have bad dental 
health,   chances are you have – or will 
soon have – other health problems as 
well.  

Kids need to brush their teeth at least 
two times a day for two minutes and 
floss on a daily basis.   

Here are a few reasons why your child 
should brush their teeth: 

Permanent teeth can be damaged by 
baby teeth. 

If the baby tooth has decay, there’s a 
very good chance that the decay will 
spread to the permanent teeth waiting 
below.   

Poor oral hygiene means more absences 
from school. 

Over 51 million hours of school are 
missed each year    because of tooth  

decay because 60%-90% of school-age 
children have cavities.  Because kids can’t 
often express their discomfort  

accurately to their parents, many of 
these cavities go unchecked. 

 
If your child needs a new tooth brush, or 
needs to brush their teeth at school, 
just let our nurse know! 

Attendance 
We are so proud of our students for winning the UOP Every 
Day Counts Attendance Challenge!  We celebrated this week 
with an assembly hosted by UOP, the Stockton Heat, and 
Wells Fargo.  Our attendance was better then 151 other 
schools in our county!  We have been challenged to get our 
September 2020 attendance up to 90%- I know we can do it! 
 
Thanks to all of you who work so hard each morning to get 
our kids to school on time– we really appreciate your efforts
– it matters!  Keep up the great work! 

 



Student Performances for Breakfast with Santa 
 
Kindergarten– 8:15 AM 
First Grade– 8:30 
Second Grade– 8:45 
Fourth Grade– 9:00 



Attendance 
It’s a fact that students who a end school       

regularly learn more and are more successful in 

school than students who do not. A endance 

pa erns are formed early in life. Children who 

develop good a endance habits in the early 

grades will be more likely to con�nue them 

throughout high school.  

 

Regular a endance is cri�cally important,        

because students who miss school miss out on 

carefully planned sequences of instruc�on. They 

miss out on ac�ve learning experiences and class          

par�cipa�on. They miss out on the opportunity 

to ask ques�ons. As a result, they are more likely 

to fall behind, and they are more likely to drop 

out. 

 

Things you can do to help… 

• Schedule doctor and dental appointments so 

that your child can a end at least part of 

each school day.  

• Communicate the importance of regular 

school a endance to your child so they are 

hearing the same thing we are saying at 

school. 

• Please have children to school on �me, being  

tardy impacts a child’s morning rou�ne 

• If your student does miss school, please   

contact the school office. 

• Ιf your student is running a fever of 100     

degrees or more, vomi�ng, having diarrhea 

they need to be kept home. 

 

When we all work together, as a team, we can 

make regular a endance at school a priority! 

Class Room Parties 
 
Many classrooms will be hosting Holiday parties 
over the next few weeks . Please remember 
that all items brought into the classroom need 
to be store bought.  Please coordinate with 
your child’s teacher if you are thinking about    
bringing treats to share with the classroom.  
 
Be sure to check in with your teachers during 
these holiday months, as they may have        
projects, arts and crafts or activities that 
they need your help with! 

We Need to Improve our Attendance! 
 

Every percentage that we increase our  
attendance equates to about $100,000 in 

funding for our school!   
 

Please help by having your child in 
school every day!  If you need to attend 

appointments, please try to schedule 
them around school hours, or later in the 

morning.   
 

Current Attendance Rates: 

Do the Math!Do the Math!Do the Math!Do the Math!    

K-12th grade =13 years 
Missing just 1.5 days a month of school 
1.5 x 9 months of school=13.5 days/year 

13.5 days x 13 years= 175.5 days 
 

Almost a whole year of school! 
Every Day Counts! 

 

Our Goal is 
98%  

Attendance  
in all  

Grade Levels! 

 SEPTEMBER OCTOBER 

TK/K 92% 93.37% 

1 96% 97.45% 

2 96% 95.17% 

3 96% 95.38% 

4 95% 95.17% 

5 96% 97.29% 

6 95% 96.79% 

7 97% 97.24% 

8 98% 98.02% 

November 

93.08% 

97.20% 

95.71% 

96.04% 

97% 

96.85% 

96.74% 

97.86% 

96.95% 

Way to go 4th 
Grade!  Keep up 
the good work! 



 



Dress Code Reminders! 
 

UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 

● Coats, jackets, and sweaters must be school uniform colors Full zipper hoodies 
are allowed. Pull over hoodies are allowed on Monday’s ONLY  and must be in 
uniform colors or have a college logo. 
● Shoes must be school uniform colors or black. (Black, White, Navy, or Green) 
● Accessories must be in solid school uniform colors (No striped or polka dot 
tights) 
● Hats must have school logo or uniform colors and can be worn outside only. 
● Leggings, undershirts, coats, sweaters must be white, hunter green, or navy 
  
MONDAY is School Spirit Day; students may wear: 
• Their school uniform 
• Spirit wear T-Shirt and sweatshirts or College logo t-shirts/sweatshirts 
• Blue jeans- fitting at the waist - no holes/rips or tears 

 

Some of the things we are seeing are: 
Tiaras 

Unicorn horns 
Cat ears 

Pink/Red/Purple Shoes 
Large bows that are not uniform colors 

Non-uniform color Polka dot tights 
 

Please do not wear these to school, as they are not in uniform. 

Breakfast Reminder 
Just a reminder that our kitchen serves a hot and cold 

breakfast each and every morning! 
 

Just come into the cafeteria and breakfast is served! 


